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From The 

EDITOR
1

S DESK 

Welcome to this edition of PIE Magazine! 

We're excited to share with you the latest 

developments in Punjab's industrial landscape. 

This edition features the newly launched 

Bahawalpur Industrial Zone, a game changer for 

South Punjab, bringing the region into the 

mainstream. 

Additionally, we highlight the Garment City at 

Quaid-e- Azam Business Park, a flagship project 

of the Government of Punjab aimed at 

promoting the textile industry and enhancing 

the province's exports. 

Colonization at Quaid-e-Azam Business Park is 

also at its peak, with numerous businesses 

setting up operations and creating a thriving 

industrial ecosystem. 

In this edition, we also bring you updates from 

our recent meetings with various Chambers of 

Commerce, where we discussed the latest 

industry trends, challenges, and opportunities. 

Thank you for joining us, and we look forward to 

bringing you more updates from the world of 

industry and commerce. 

Amina Faisal 

GM - Business Development 
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Editor-in-Chief 

Amina Faisal 

Managing Editor 

Syed Ali Abbas 

Associate Editor 
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Chairman's Message 

It is with great pride and a strong sense of 

objectivity that, being the Chairman of Punjab 

Industrial Estates Development and 

Management Company, I feel honored to 

provide and support industrial development in 

Punjab. As we reflect on our progress and plan 

for the Future, I would like to reaffirm PIEDMC's 

strategic commitment to transforming Punjab 

into a hub of industrial excellence, economic 

resilience, and sustainable development. 

Since its inception, PIEDMC has played a pivotal 

role in facilitating industrialization across 

Punjab through the development and 

management of world-class industrial estates. 

Infrastructure, investor-Friendly policies, and 

a business ecosystem that 

encourages competitiveness and long-term 

growth. 

In line with the Government of Punjab's vision 

For inclusive and regionally balanced growth, 

PIEDMC is actively spearheading the 

development of special economic zones, 

strategically located industrial parks, and 

public-private partnerships aimed at unlocking 

the province's Full economic potential. 

We remain deeply grateful to our stakeholders, 

investors, government partners, and employees 

whose trust and efforts continue to drive our 

momentum forward. This magazine offers a 

comprehensive view of our achievements, 

ongoing initiatives, and strategic priorities. It 

reflects our journey toward building a robust 

industrial ecosystem that not only contributes 

to economic uplift but also strengthens 

Pakistan's position in the global value chain. 

Thank you very much for your support and 

trust in PIEDMC over the years. 

Javed Iqbal 

Chairman PIEDMC 

Our mandate is not only to provide 
___ ..,.. 

state-of-the-art infrastructure, 

but also to create an enabling 

environment that attracts investment, 

fosters innovation, and drives competitiveness 

across key industrial sectors. Today, we are 

proud to stand as a key enabler of industrial 

progress in Pakistan, offering modern 

r--------------------
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Punjab Industrial Estates Development and 

Management Company has become a role model 

for other industrial infrastructure development 

organizations and a significant benchmark for 

industrialization in Punjab over time. 

Our existing Industrial estates aim to encourage 

the mobilization of technology in the industrial 

sector and attract multifold foreign investment. 

The country must possess innovative 

manufacturing skills to become a part of the 

global market. 

Punjab Industrial Estates Development and 

Management Company (PIEDMC) has been 

committed to building a strong foundation for 

steady industrial growth by developing Fully 

equipped modern industrial estates in the 

province. These industrial estates have 

attracted investments of over Rs. 450 Billion 

including FOi of US$ 466 million and provided 

direct employment to over 200,000 persons. 

CEO's Message 

PIEDMC plans to launch more industrial parks 

to expose small and medium industries to 

the latest trends in technology by 

providing a platform in modern industrial 

parks, through the joint efforts of our valuable 

clients and the Government's support, We shall 

lead Punjab, and Pakistan, into a new 

dimension of industrial excellence and global 

participation. 

Capt. (R) Shoaib Ali (PAS)

Chief Executive Officer PIEDMC 

--------------, 

-
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Minister Industries Punjab 

Visit of PIEDMC 

Provincial Minister of Industry and Commerce 

Chaudhry Shafay Hussain visited the PIEDMC 

office, attending the 166th board meeting as a 

special invitee, chaired by Chairman Punjab 

Industrial Estates Development and 

Management Company, Javed Iqbal. 

The board approved a substantial annual budget 

of Rs 53 billion for the Financial year 2024-25, 

allocating Rs 9 billion for Quaid-e-Azam 

Business Park and Rs 2 billion for Bahawalpur 

Industrial Zone. Key approvals included Funds 

for land purchase to expand Multan Industrial 

Estate, establishing a police post and security 

QUAID-E-AZAM 
BUSINESS PARK 

services contract for Quaid-e-Azam Business 

Park, and development works for Bahawalpur 

Industrial Zone. 

Honorable Minister assured that efforts are 

being made to Facilitate industrialists, 

including the establishment of Business 

Facilitation Centers in major Punjab cities. 

The meeting was attended by Board 

Members Shahzad Azam Khan, Sajid Saleem 

Minhas, Dr. Shahid Raza, Sohail Azhar, Mian 

Noman Kabir, Ahmed Khan, and COO PIEDMC 

Ali Muazzam Syed, along with relevant officers. 
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Chairman Visit 

Multan Industrial Estate 

rij""" 

Chairman PIEDMC Javed Iqbal along with Board 

Directors Shahzad Azam Khan and Sajid Saleem 

Minhas visited Multan Industrial Estate. 

President Board of Management Multan Asif 

Majeed and other members welcomed the 

Chairman PIEDMC and gave a detailed briefing 

on the functions of BOM and issues related to 

Multan Industrial Estate. Chairman PIEDMC also 

visited different locations, encroachment areas, 

green belts, and concerned offices of Multan 

Industrial Estates. While talking to the occasion 

e 

Javed Iqbal said that our Board has a priority to 

uplift and rehabilitate. Multan Industrial Estate 

and for this purpose, we are giving special 

attention to resolving its issues. A mega 

rehabilitation plan is under preparation and 

soon it will be implemented. Illegal 

trespassing and encroachments will be 

eradicated at the earliest, infrastructure will be 

upgraded and a new pipeline for sewerage will 

be installed very soon. 

•
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Javed Iqbal 
Chairman 

--- . . .

Javed Iqbal is the present Chairman of Punjab 

Industrial Estates Development and 

Management Company, the Director of Punjab 

Institute of Cardiology, the Ex Officio Director of 

Punjab Social Security Health Management 

Company, and the Director of Punjab Vocational 

Training Council. He is an accomplished Pakistan 

Army Veteran with extensive experience of 

more than 30 years in Industrial establishments, 

the United Nations, International relations, and 

Strategic analysis with a successful track record 

of outstanding performances. He is the 

Chairman of Best Industries Private Limited, 

Lahore, Faraz Foods Private Limited, Gujranwala, 

and J & S Foods Private Limited, Karachi. He has 

been the Senior Vice President of Quaid e Azam 

Industrial Estate Lahore and an active member 

of Hub Industrial & Trade Association, Lahore 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and 

Gujranwala Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 

From the day he took over the charge, he has 

been actively engaged in strategic planning, 

setting new goals, and formulating effective 

strategies to achieve them and led 

cross-functional teams, fostering collaboration 

and aligning resources to execute strategic 

initiatives. By leveraging his strong analytical 

skills and business acumen, he has identified 

market opportunities, evaluated risks, and made 

informed decisions to drive sustainable growth 

and maintain a competitive edge. 

r-------------------------------------------

Interview Queries 

Can you please start by introducing yourself 

and your role at Punjab Industrial Estates 

Development and Management Company? 

Punjab Industrial Estate Development and 

Management Company is a government-owned 

organization and has been playing a pivotal role in 

the development of Punjab's industrial sector for 

the last 20 years. We not only plan and develop 

industrial estates but also facilitate the growth of 

industries by providing necessary support, 

infrastructure, and facilities to local and foreign 

investors. Our mandate includes the identification 

of potential locations for industrial estates, land 

acquisition, infrastructure development, 

promoting industrial growth, and providing 

support to industries in terms of utilities and 

facilities. Additionally, we work closely with 

government bodies and stakeholders to create 

policies and regulations that foster a healthy 

industrial ecosystem. 

As the Chairman of Punjab Industrial Estates 

Development and Management Company, my 

special focus is on the rapid colonization of the 

current industrial estates, strengthening the 

infrastructure within industrial estates to 

attract more local and international investors, 

establishing new industrial estates in potential 

areas after proper need assessment, driving 

sustainable economic growth and industrial 

development in the region. I truly believe that by 

improving connectivity, and utilities, and 

providing one-window facilitation, we can create 

a conducive environment for businesses to 

thrive and also attract new investors in the 
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region. I would also like to collaborate with 
relevant organizations, universities, Business 
Chambers, and training institutes to incorporate 
skill development and training programs to 
enhance the capacity of the local workforce. By 
providing tailored training in line with industry 
demands, we can ensure a skilled labor force that 
meets the needs of expanding industries. 
Furthermore, I aim to prioritize environmental 
sustainability in industrial operations. By 
implementing green initiatives, promoting 
renewable energy sources, and enforcing 
eco-friendly practices, we can reduce the carbon 
footprint of industrial estates and contribute to 
a cleaner, healthier environment. Recently we 
have signed M0Us with Solar System 
Provider Companies to Facilitate Industrialists 
in the PIEDMC Industrial Estates so that they 
can cope with their utility expenses and 
decrease their cost of Production. Last but not 
least, I intend to focus on promoting 
innovation and entrepreneurship within 
industrial estates by facilitating the 
establishment of incubation centers and 
fostering a culture of innovation based on the 
recommendations of industrialists. 

With your leadership at the helm of PIEOMC, 
there's a lot of anticipation about the company's 
direction. Can you share with us your vision For 
the next Five years? 

My vision for the next five years is centered on 
driving inclusive sustainable industrial growth, 
fostering innovation, generating employment 
opportunities, ensuring gender equality, focusing 
on developing Eco-Industrial towns with a firm 
responsibility towards the environment and 
communities, and contributing significantly to 
Punjab's economy by developing new industrial 
estates and attracting local and foreign 
investments. It is our utmost desire to establish 
Punjab as a leading industrial hub not just in 
Pakistan but in the whole region. To implement this 
vision, we have launched Bahawalpur Industrial 
Zone to create growth opportunities for the 
Industrialists and labor class of South Punjab. We 
are extensively working on Sialkot and Rawalpindi 
Industrial Estate to launch these two industrial 
estates this year. 

How do you plan to achieve this vision and can 
you break down this vision into specific goals 
or objectives? 

� 

Our plan can be distilled into several key 
objectives. I just want to elaborate on these for 
the understanding of our 5-year plan. We aim to 
develop and operationalize new industrial 
estates, focusing on strategic locations on 
strategic industrial corridors that can attract 
both local and international investors. 
Enhancing the global appeal and connectivity of 
our industrial estates to attract foreign 
investment is crucial. We'll be working closely 
with international trade bodies and embassies 
to showcase our offerings. We have contacted 
with Consulate General of Pakistan in the UK to 
help us manage road shows in different cities of 
the UK so that we could disseminate numerous 
business opportunities available under the 
umbrella of PIEDMC to the overseas community. 
Similarly, PIEDMC has initiated a diplomatic 
outreach to foster collaboration and investment 
in Punjab's industrial sector. Letters were sent to 
the embassies of UK, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Dubai, Belarus and Korea. These letters aim to 
highlight PIEDMC's world-class facilities and the 
benefits of investing in Punjab's Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs), including tax incentives, 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, and a skilled 
workforce. 

This includes enhancing infrastructure, and 
connectivity, and ensuring eco-friendly 
practices are in place. To ensure that the local 
workforce can meet the demands of modern 
industries, we will be collaborating with the 
concerned organization and training institutes 
in vocational for the implementation of required 
skill development programs. Lastly, we will strive 
to create a more business-friendly environment 
by simplifying regulations and providing 
necessary administrative support to industries. 
By executing these strategic initiatives, I am 
confident that we can elevate the industrial 
landscape of the region and create a thriving 
ecosystem for businesses to prosper. 

Sustainability and technology seem to be key 
themes. Could you elaborate on the role of 
Industry 5.0 and addressing environmental 
issues in your 5-year vision? 

�
1 
(Ct! We're looking at setting up specialized clusters ©)

�
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for technology and innovation, such as IT parks, ( 
which will foster research and development and "'! / 
propel industries toward Industry 5.0 standards. (L,t
Industry 5.0 represents the next wave of the Ql 
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industrial revolution, where we focus on the 

collaboration between humans and smart systems. 

This involves introducing new technologies that 

increase efficiency and ensure that our operations are 

sustainable and have minimal environmental impact. A 

major part of our 5-year plan involves implementing 

sustainable and green initiatives, reducing the 

environmental issues of industrial estates, and 

promoting renewable energy sources. For this 

purpose, we have taken a giant leap towards a 

paperless environment with the implementation of an 

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system. By going 

digital, PIEDMC is poised to streamline operations, 

reduce its carbon footprint, and provide better 

services to its stakeholders. 

How do you intend to tackle the challenges 

that might arise during this time? 

I can understand that implementing the 

above-mentioned vision is not an easy task it 

requires serious effort, dedication, and time. 

We're already aware of the challenges, including 

red tape culture, the need for substantial 

investment, and ensuring environmental 

sustainability. Our approach involves close 

collaboration with government bodies, securing 

Funding through public-private partnerships, and 

engaging with community stakeholders to ensure 

our initiatives are well-received and supported. 

Luckily we have a supportive Minister of 

Industries and Commerce Punjab Chaudry Shafay 

Hussain, who is very keen in facilitating Industrialists. 

He has always been very active in resolving issues 

and guiding us towards the right solutions. 

what makes you optimistic about achieving 

these goals? 

I am very sure and believe that our greatest 

asset is the talent and entrepreneurial spirit of the 

Punjab region. Coupled with the strategic 

significance of Punjab in terms of its location, 

agricultural base, and industrial potential, I 

believe we are well-positioned to achieve these 

goals. Moreover, we're already seeing keen 

interest From investors and a positive response 

From the community regarding our planned 

initiatives. Every day number of Industrialists 

come to me and show interest in expanding their 

business or exploring new opportunities under 

PIEOMC. So we are confident that with our 

visionary leadership and winning partnerships, 

we can achieve our goals and promote rapid 

industrialization. 

It's certainly an exciting time for PIEDMC. Any 

final thoughts you'd like to share with your 

target audience or potential investors? 

At the end of our conversation, I would like to 

reiterate our commitment to transforming 

Punjab into a key industrial hub. It's a journey 

we're embarking on together with the industry, 

the community, and our partners. We welcome 

everyone who shares our vision to join us, 

contribute ideas, and be part of this 

transformative journey, and especially to our 

potential investors, I would say that PIEDMC is 

poised for growth. We offer state-of-the-art 

infrastructure, easy availability of allied 

facilities, and benefits of Special Economic 

Zones. We invite you to be part of this exciting 

journey towards a prosperous and sustainable 

industrial Future in Punjab. 

r-------------------------------------------
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China's Economic 

Growth and Lessons 

for Pakistan 

Dr. Samia Manzoor 

Assistant Professor, Institute 

of Media & Communication 

Studies, BZU, Multan 

samia.manzoor@bzu.edu.pk 

samia.manzoor1980@gmail.com 

The economic transformation that China has 

experienced throughout the last couple of 

decades is truly remarkable. A country that had a 

meager agrarian economy when became a 

global manufacturing hub and the world's 

second-largest economy is nothing less than 

extraordinary. During the course of this current 

The Chinese Economic Miracle: An Overview 

China embarked on its journey of economic growth 

from 1978's economic reforms, also called "reforms 

and opening up" guided by the "General Architect" 

Deng Xiaoping, which made the country achieve an 

average GDP of approximately 10% until recent 

years. Currently, China is recognized globally not 

just as a world's factory but also as an innovation 

leader in numerous high-tech industries. China has 

saved more than 800 million of its people from 

poverty, has achieved urbanization at an 

unparalleled pace, and formed a middle class of 

approximately 400 million people. This economic 

success could only be the result of a combination 

of strategic policy choices, institutional reforms, 

and the mobilization of resources. 

The key elements, as identified by the author, 

include: 

Economic Reforms and Opening Up 

The 1978 reforms played a crucial part in this 

economic transformation. The country replaced a 

article, I will try to shed light on the key variables 

that contributed in China's economic rise and 

the lessons, that Pakistan, another developing 

country direly needs to learn. 

centrally planned economy adopting a more 

market-oriented one, encouraged trade, private 

enterprises, and foreign investment. The 

establishment of Special Economic Zones {SEZs) 

like Shenzhen, remained another pivotal step in 

attracting foreign direct investment {FOi) and 

promoting an export-led growth. 

Human Capital Development 

Human capital's worth was identified and 

utilized by China at an early stage of its 

economic growth journey. heavy investments 

were made in sectors of education and skill 

development by the country so that skilled labor 

could be provided to meet the demands of a 

growing economy. 

Infrastructure Development 

Infrastructure was another element that was 

recognized by the Chinese government as the 

backbone of economic development. Huge 

investments were made in ports, 

telecommunications, railways, airports, and roads, 

which contributed immensely to making domestic 

-------------------------------------------· 
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and international trade possible. The Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) is another remarkable Chinese 

initiative and proof of China's continued 

commitment to infrastructure as a key shareholder in 

economic growth and connectivity. 

Industrial Policy and Innovation 

China established and developed mega industries like 

automobiles, steel, and electronics through public-private 

partnerships and state-owned enterprises (SO Es). Over the 

years, China transferred its focus from low-cost 

manufacturing to innovation-driven growth. Heavy 

investments were made in research and development 

(R&D) and the initiation of technological endeavors. 

Social Stability and Governance 

China's political model has contributed tremendously 

in countries economic development by continuing 

social stability, which is central to continuous 

economic growth. The Communist Party of China 

(CPC) through its control over the country, made sure 

that economic reforms are employed thoroughly and 

social stability is ensured effectively. 

Lessons for Pakistan 

Pakistan, neighboring country, a developing economy 

that has immense potential but facing numerous 

challenges. Pakistan needs to take valuable insights 

from economic journey of China and learning from 

Chinese experiences try to revive its own economy. 

Comprehensive Economic Reforms 

The inconsistencies in Pakistan's economic policies due to 

Frequent leadership changes have taken a toll on its 

economic development. Pakistan needs to implement 

consistent and long-term economic policies and certain 

economic reforms to enhance market efficiency, drop red 

tapeism, and encourage private sector investments. 

Human Capital Investment 

Having a large and youthful population, Pakistan needs to 

prioritize education and skill development above all. 

Investments, particularly in the fields of science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics will be important. 

Infrastructure Development 

Infrastructure remains a bottleneck for economic 

growth in Pakistan. Though CPEC has provided a 

substantial boost, there is still a need for the 

development of a more sustainable and better 

infrastructure throughout the country. Physical and 

digital types of infrastructure are needed. 

Industrial Policy and Export Orientation 

The development of a clear industrial policy is also 

direly needed by Pakistan. Pakistan needs to pay 

special attention to the development of Special 

Economic Zones (SEZs) to boost exports and attract 

foreign investment. Furthermore, promoting a culture 

of innovation and establishing Research & 

Development units in major industries will be 

significant for long-term advancement. 

Governance and Political Stability 

Pakistan needs to take crucial steps for the sake of 

economic stability in the country. Some direly needed 

steps include strengthening institutions, plummeting 

corruption, ensuring transparency, and making sure 

that economic policies would not be subject to political 

instability, only then a conducive environment for 

economic growth and stability could be created. 

Social Inclusion and Poverty Reduction 

Pakistan needs to develop and implement targeted 

poverty reduction programs and an inclusive 

approach, during the economic growth process, so 

that the benefits could be equally shared by all 

segments of the society. Pakistan needs to adopt a 

dual approach, on one hand concentrating on 

economic expansion and the other hand 

implementing targeted social welfare programs. 

Conclusion 

Following in the footsteps of China, Pakistan can embark 

on a journey of unstoppable economic growth and 

development. In a nutshell, Pakistan needs to implement 

clear economic reforms, develop a comprehensive 

industrial policy, invest in human capital, development of 

infrastructure, and insurance of good governance. Only 

then Pakistan can set sail on a path to sustainable 

economic development. However, Pakistan needs to adapt 

these lessons according to its unique environment and 

context. It is also important that these policies are tailored 

and suitable to the Pakistani realities. 

r-------------------------------------------
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the company's m1ss1on to attract sustainable 

business ventures and position Punjab as a 

leading investment hub in the country. 

PIEDMC Chairman Javed Iqbal along with the 

PIEDMC team visited the Commerce and 

Industry Chambers of Lahore, Islamabad, 

Rawalpindi, and Sialkot to discuss industrial 

development initiatives and explore 
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collaboration opportunities. The Office Bearers 

of these Chambers applauded the efforts of 

PIEDMC in promoting industrialization. While 

visiting Karachi, the delegation of PIEDMC, led by 

Chairman Mr. Javed Iqbal visited the Karachi 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry and FPCCI. 

Industrialists of Karachi were briefed on PIEDMC 

estates and the benefits of setting up industries 

in PIEDMC SEZs. Chairman PIEDMC assured the 
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FPCCI and KCCI members that the PIEDMC will 

provide the best possible facilities to the 

industrialists of Karachi who plan to set up 

their industries in PIEDMC managed 

industrial Zones. 

A delegation of the Bahawalpur Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry visited the PIEDMC 

Head Office. Chairman PIEDMC Javed Iqbal 

welcomed the delegation and formally invited 

them to take an interest in the sale of 

Bahawalpur Industrial Zone. The Delegation 

appreciated the efforts of PIEDMC and assured 

that the Bahawalpur Business Community will 

fully support the industrial zone. After the visit 

of the Office bearers of the Bahawalpur 

Business Chamber, the PIEDMC team visited the 

Bahawalpur Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(BCCI) and announced the launch of plot sales at 

the Bahawalpur Industrial Zone. GM-Business 

Development urged the business community to 

capitalize on this opportunity, emphasizing the 

potential for industrial growth, job creation, and 

regional prosperity. 

-------------------------------------------, 
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GLIMPSES 
. . .

Special Secretary for Industries, Commerce, and Investment Department, Sahibzadi Wasima 

Umar, visited Quaid-e-Azam Business Park to oversee the development of Garment City 

A high-level delegation from Beijing AI Force Technology, led by Chairman Han Wei, visited 

QABP, expressing keen interest in investing in the park for the manufacturing of robotic 

machines and driverless tractors. 

PIEDMC seals a game-changing deal with top solar companies. Chairman Javed Iqbal, CEO 

Capt (R) Shoaib Ali, and COO Ali Muazzam Syed joined forces with Jawad Anjum (NRTC 

Energies), Faisal Javed (Centurion Energy) and Leo XU (Hexing Energy) to bring renewable 

energy to industrialists of Sundar Industrial Estate. 

--------------------------------------------
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GLIMPSES 

PIEDMC CEO, Capt. (Retd) Shoaib Ali, visited the city office to review Quaid-e-Azam Industrial 

Estate's operations. He toured key facilities, including the Emergency Center, Security 

Surveillance Room, and SEZ facilitation Cell. 

Chairman PIEDMC Javed Iqbal met with Trade & Investment Minister Shafique Shahzad at the 

Pakistan Embassy in the UK and Trade & Investment Attachee Owais Hussain in Manchester to 

discuss exciting opportunities under the PIEDMC framework. The goal is to connect 

Overseas Pakistani investors with PIEDMC and drive growth. 

The Umrah Balloting Ceremony for PIEDMC employees was successfully held at the Sundar 
Industrial Estate Mosque. Chairman Javed Iqbal attended the event as the chief guest, where 

two lucky staff members were selected for Umrah through a balloting process . 
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